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could not avoid difficulties with the Nazi administration
which forced them to take up the smallest business matter
with seven or eight different government offices or adminis-
trative bodies.
There was soon a war on, not only between Germany
and the Allies, but between officials and the public. In
the end Goering had to undertake the task of rebuking
Party officials and ordering them to be more "polite"
in their dealings with members of the public.
" Can you see that there is a war on if you go, say, along
the Kurfuerstendamm in Berlin?" I asked my German
informant. He had explained that all the symptoms of
discontent which he had seen were not political and could
not be described as anti-Nazi.
"You cannot see much difference in Berlin or any other
of the big towns. But you feel the pressure, you feel the load
of a terrible uncertainty and insecurity. It is not so much
the danger of bomb attacks, but it is as if you were playing
with your life all the time."
The whole German nation has been recruited for this
war and the men and women in the towns and in the
country are daily expecting new regulations, new laws,
new orders which will and must upset their lives. Each
one of them may be sent somewhere, for some reason or
none at all. They can be forbidden to talk, to trade, to
follow their professions. Why? They will not know; they
will be told only that it is in the interests of the State.
There was an actor who quarrelled with his director
during rehearsals: "I'll teach you manners," was all the
director said, but his nasty look suggested a serious threat.
Now that happens very often behind the curtain of every
theatre in the world. But I have heard a description of
this actor's ordeal as he left the theatre that day, figuring
.out what was in store for him.